
A s  I  r e v i e w e d  t h e  p l e t h o r a  o f  a r t i c l e s  o n
d i s t a n c e  l e a r n i n g ,  o n e  s t o r y  a b o u t  h o w  h i g h
s c h o o l  c h o i r s  a r e  i m p r o v i s i n g  i n  t h e  a g e  o f
C O V I D - 1 9  c a u g h t  m y  a t t e n t i o n .   T h e  p o s i t i v e
a t t i t u d e  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e i r
t e a c h e r s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  t h e  m a n y  b l e s s i n g s  f o r  w h i c h
w e  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h a n k s .

Al l  of  the noise  bombarding our  senses  dur ing
the month of  October  from the pol i t ica l  arena,
our  dai ly  l ives ,  and society  can get  in  the way of
recal l ing  the many posit ive  things  we st i l l  en joy .
We have so many reasons to  have hope for
tomorrow and to  remember how we can have a
posit ive  inf luence on the world .   With this  in
mind,  p lease jo in  me in  congratulat ing and
thanking our  "Employees  of  the Year"  and a l l  who
were nominated for  th is  honor .
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v iewed,  I  see  SLOCOE employees  innovat ing  in  the i r  serv ice  to
the  community .   SLOCOE i s  committed  to  engag ing  everyone  in
meaningfu l  conversat ions  that  are  open  and  honest .   To  that  end ,
we  must  cont inue  support ing  each  other  and  jo in ing  together  as
one  team.   I  am very  proud of  our  employees  and  cons ider  i t  an
honor  to  serve  as  your  county  super intendent  o f  schools .

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0 P A G E  2

~Jim Brescia

W e  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  w h o  h a v e
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  d u r i n g  C O V I D - 1 9
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l e t  u s  k n o w  w a y s  i n  w h i c h
w e  c a n  i m p r o v e  o u r  s e r v i c e .   B y  c o m i n g
t o g e t h e r ,  w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k  o f  o u r  l o c a l
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  d e l i v e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d e n t
s e r v i c e s ,  p r o v i d e  c o u n t y w i d e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d
a d v o c a t e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .

J u s t  l i k e  t h e  c h o i r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e   I   r e -

Y o u  h a v e  b r a i n s  i n  y o u r
h e a d .  Y o u  h a v e  f e e t  i n
y o u r  s h o e s .  Y o u  c a n  s t e e r
y o u r s e l f  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n
y o u  c h o o s e .   Y o u ' r e  o n
y o u r  o w n ,  a n d  y o u  k n o w
w h a t  y o u  k n o w .  A n d  y o u
a r e  t h e  g u y  w h o ' l l  d e c i d e
w h e r e  t o  g o .

Today you are you! That is  truer than true!  There is  no one alive who is  you-er than you!         
                                                                                                                    ~ Dr.  Seuss

Distance learning, a signature
challenge of the 2020-21
school year, calls for flexibil-
ity in our programs.  While
Loma Vista Community School
teachers Art Navarro (Right)
and Stacey Byrd (Below Left)
provide instruction from in-
side classrooms to students
who remain at home, Grizzly
Youth Academy teachers
connect with students sitting
in their classrooms (Below
Right) while they themselves
remain at home. Grizzly
students stay with their
platoons for better safety. 

 A Peek at Distance Learning Two Different Ways

~  D r .  S e u s s

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b


doesn ' t  yet  know i f  she wi l l  pursue a  teaching credent ia l  or  a  career  in  socia l
wel fare ,  but  she loves  specia l ized c lassrooms.

Sabr ina  grew up  in  South Lake Tahoe,  and is  among the f i rst  in  her  fami ly  (a long
with her  mother ,  p ictured with  her  above)  to  earn a  col lege degree.   When her
graduat ion from Cal  Poly  turned v irtual  because of  the pandemic,  she and her
roommates  conducted their  own ceremony at  home,  wear ing their  bathrobes .   That ,
a long with  a  fami ly  ce lebrat ion,  helped to  make graduat ion specia l .  Sabr ina 's  col lege
degree includes  an emphasis  in  psychology and Spanish,  supplemented  by  an
internship  with  Fami ly  Care Network.   She loves  the outdoors  -  surf ing ,  walk ing,
t ime with fr iends ,  and ca lming act iv i t ies  such as  paint ing .   Welcome,  Sabr ina!   
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 Diaper Donations - You Can Help Too!
Thank you to  Heather  Markham,  from the
nonprof i t  organizat ion ,  Infant  Essentia ls ,  for
donating diapers  and wipes  for  two famil ies  who
receive  services  from the  SLOCOE Infant
Program.   Infant  Essentia ls  was  launched from
Cambria  in  2013  to  provide  necessary  comforts  for
infants  (0-3 yrs )  in  homeless  and low-income
famil ies .   Susanne Murphy,  Teacher ,  Ear ly
Intervention Program,  co l laborated  with  the
Homeless  Services  Coordinating Program to   he lp
these  two  famil ies .            (For  more,  see  Page 4)

 Behavioral Health Specialist, Student Programs & Services

 Meet Sabrina Green

Imagine beginning a  new job in  the middle  of  a  pandemic .
Now imagine gett ing to  know your  students  through a
screen.   Sabr ina  Green,  a  recent  graduate  of  Cal  Poly  with
a degree in  Chi ld  Development ,  knows f i rst-hand about
distance learning as  a  student ,  and now as  a  Behaviora l
Health  Specia l ist .   Nothing seems to  dampen her  ex-
citement   about   her  opportunity  to  engage with  students ,
even  f rom a  d istance.  

What  does  a  typica l  day at  Chris  Jespersen School  hold  for
her?   Students  (at  home)  begin  each day with  DBT (Dia lec-
t ica l  Behavior  Therapy)  tra in ing,  that  helps  a l l  to  develop
mindfulness  in  their  emotions  and thoughts .   Sabr ina  then
spends 30 minutes  with  each of  three 9-12th grade
students  ass igned to  her ,  ass ist ing them with their  school
work,  such as  writ ing essays .   

" I  en joy  this  populat ion, "  she says .  " I  know these
interact ions  can go far  for  these k ids .   I  l ike  being some-
one  who  cares ,  showing  them  they can get  through
their  obstacles .   Real  change starts   with   youth. "   Sabr ina



DJ Pittenger, Assistant Superintendent, Administration

STAFF TRANSITIONS & NEWS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Conner Raye Thomas (Below Left), born September 2 to Brenda Thomas, Behavioral
Health Specialist, Chris Jespersen School, Student Programs & Services

Luna Hope Vazquez (Below Center), born September 4 to Jose Vazquez Ocampo, Migrant 

Heidi  Hopkins  -  " I  made  the  pumpkin  punch
( l e f t )  so  a  t r ick-or-treater  cou ld  "punch"  a  spot
and  pu l l  out  a  candy  bar .   For  th i s  to  be  s turdy
enough  to  surv ive  some  punches ,  I  took  the
actua l  "punch"  out  by  making  easy  access  to
each  candy  bar .   I  can  accommodate  52  ghos ts  or
ghouls  on  Hal loween . "

Sonia Stuart  -"Our little town in Nipomo is having
a Halloween festival,  organized by our local South
County Veterans of Foreign Wars. They are very
involved and always think of the kids."

Jeanne  Buchanan -  "We p lan  to  ce lebrate  wi th  a
short  walk   to   the  grandparents '  house  and  then

 How Do You Plan to Celebrate Halloween?
 SLOCOE staff share plans and ideas for fun and safety
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WELCOME TO THREE NEW BABIES!

back  home where  the  k ids  wi l l  go  be tween  the  s ide  door  and  f ront  door  whi le  adu l t s
ins ide  do  quick  cos tume changes  for  each  t ime  a  door  i s  opened .   We  wi l l  a l so  make
some Hal loween  goodies  and  ce lebrate  wi th  movies  and  popcorn  in  the  evening . "  

Diaper  Donations  ( from Page  3 )
SLOCOE staf f  can a lso  part ic ipate  in  this  e f fort !   Send donations  of  d iapers  and wipes
(a l l  s izes  and brands  in  unopened packages )  v ia  interof f ice  mai l  to  the  attent ion of
Robin Kirby  at  Morro  Road.  Thanks  to  a l l  for  the  support !                        ~  Robin Kirby

Education Services
Specialist, Student Programs
& Services

Jaden R. Newman (far right)
Born in September to Jason
Newman, Math Teacher,
Grizzly Youth Academy


