
A  y e a r  a g o ,  o u r  o f f i c e  w a s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f
c o n f e r e n c e  p l a n n i n g ,  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  h o l i d a y
c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  a n d  f u l l - t i m e  i n - p e r s o n  s e r v i c e s .
W h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  a  y e a r  c a n  m a k e !   A s  I
c o m p l e t e  m y  s i x t h  y e a r  a s  y o u r  c o u n t y
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  I  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  i m p r e s s e d
w i t h  y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n ,  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o
s e r v e  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  C O V I D -
1 9  c o n d i t i o n s .
 
Mother  Teresa  wrote ,  "Love is  not  patroniz ing
and char i ty  isn ' t  about  p i ty ,  i t  i s  about  love .
Char i ty  and love are  the same -  with  char i ty ,  you
give  love ,  so  don't  just  g ive  money but  reach out
your  hand instead. "   SLOCOE employees  have
been reaching out  a  hand to  ass ist  others .  P lease
take a  moment  to  ref lect  on your  serv ice  to  the
community  and know you are  appreciated.   Car l
Gustav  Jung,  the Swiss  psychiatr ist  and psy-
chotherapist  who founded analyt ica l  psychology,  
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A Hol iday Gi f t  Dr ive
For  Our  Preschoolers

J o i n  O u r  H o l i d a y
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V i s i t  t h i s  A r t  S h o w ,
S t u d i o s  o n  t h e  P a r k
i n  P a s o  R o b l e s



Hope  i s  t h e  t h ing  wi th  f ea thers

Tha t  perches  i n  t h e  sou l ,

And  s ings  t h e  t une  wi thou t  t h e  words ,

And  never  s tops  a t  a l l ,

                    And  swee t es t  i n  t h e  ga l e  i s  heard ;

                    And  sore  mus t  be  t h e  s torm

                    Tha t  cou ld  abash  t h e  l i t t l e  b i rd  

                    Tha t  so  many  warm .
   

                                        I 've  heard  i t  i n  t h e  ch i l l e s t  l and ,

                                        And  on  t h e  s t ranges t  sea ;

                                        Ye t ,  never ,  i n  ex t r emi ty ,

                                        I t  asked  a  crumb  o f  me .
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~Jim Brescia

o n c e  s a i d ,  " Y o u  a r e  w h a t  y o u  d o ,  n o t  w h a t  y o u  s a y  y o u ' l l  d o . "

D u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n ,  p l e a s e  k e e p  s a f e ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  m a i n -
t a i n  a  p o s i t i v e  o u t l o o k .   W h e n  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  a r e  m u c h  s t r o n g e r  a s  a
s e r v i c e  a g e n c y .   W e  w i l l  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p a n d e m i c .   I ' v e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  t h i s  E m i l y
D i c k i n s o n  p o e m ,  w h i c h  i s  w o r t h  s h a r i n g .  

 Second Annual Staff Art Show at Studios on the Park
The county ' s  Student  Art  Ga l lery  ins ide  Studios  on  the  Park ,  1 130  P ine  Street ,  Paso
Robles ,  i s  showing  ar t  and  photography  f rom sta f f  o f  school  d i s t r ic ts ,  charter
schools ,  and  the  County  Of f ice  o f  Educat ion  through January  15 .   Be  sure  to  v i s i t !
The  show,  curated  by  Brent  Moser ,  prov ides  a  showcase  for  s ta f f  ar t  whi le
prov id ing   t ime for  s tudents  to  prepare  the i r  own art  for  exh ib i t .   S t ro l l  through the
other  ga l ler ies  ins ide  Studios  on  the  Park  as  we l l ,  and  do  your  ho l iday  shopping !

Artwork from SLOCOE
staff includes ink drawings
by Heidi Hopkins (above
center); photography by
Karla Knuckles (right); and
Andria Gibson (far right). 

I  t h a n k  y o u  o n c e  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s e r v i c e ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  p a t i e n c e  a n d
k i n d n e s s .   T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t s .

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b


ucat ion programs,  the SELPA,  and in  the summer,  Camp Hapitok .   (Her  camp name
was "Summer Breeze. " )   

She fee ls  grateful  for  the mentorship  of  supervisors  who saw her  potent ia l ,  and gave
her  opportunit ies  to  take chances  and demonstrate  her  commitment  to  SLOCOE's
programs for  chi ldren.   One might  say  Valer ie 's  career  exempl i f ies  her  own bel ief  in
giv ing one 's  a l l  behind the scenes ,  "unt i l  t ime for  the curta in  to  go up"  each school
year .   In  her  ear ly  years ,  th is  inc luded inventorying equipment  for  medical ly  fragi le
students ,  keeping tabs  on bus  transportat ion needs ,  or  as  she descr ibes  with  a
chuckle ,  "shopping"  for  extra  specia l  suppl ies  in  a  c loset  at  Chris  Jespersen School .  

After  f i f teen years  in  the specia l   educat ion s ide of  the house,  Valer ie  appl ied for  a
posit ion support ing Ju l ian Crocker ,  then the County Superintendent .   To her  great
surpr ise  ( though perhaps not  to  col leagues  and fr iends) ,  Dr .  Crocker  of fered her  the
posit ion after  a  recruitment  process  that  f ie lded more than 60 other  appl icants .   Now
as an Administrat ive  Manager  (supervis ing Media  and Communicat ions) ,  and as  a
va lued member of  County Superintendent  James Brescia 's  team,  Valer ie  can lay  c la im
to a  deep wel l  of  knowledge of  a l l  the  "behind the curta in"  workings  of  a  county
off ice .   This  inc ludes  support  for  the County Board of  Educat ion;  p lanning
countywide tra ining events  for  board trustees  and support  staf f ;  school  d istr ict
governance and e lect ions ;  committee work;  compassionate  and knowledgeable
responses  to  the concerns  of  parents  and members  of  the publ ic ;  and harness ing
socia l  media  on behal f  of  SLOCOE.   As  one who benef i ted personal ly  from vocat ional
educat ion,  Valer ie  a lso  g ladly  supports  the growth of  career  and technica l  educat ion
in our  schools .  

What  wi l l  the  next  phase of  l i fe  br ing?   Valer ie  p lans  to  take s ix  months  just  to
breathe.   She looks  forward to  reconnect ing with  fr iends and fami ly ,  gardening,  and
walks  with  beloved Great  Pyrenees  dogs  Nanuk,  7 ,  and Logan,  8  months .   Volunteer
opportunit ies  a lso  l ie  in  wait .   

Va ler ie ,  the students ,  fami l ies  and staf f  of  SLOCOE thank you for  your  serv ice .   A l l
wish you much happiness  in  the next  phase of  l i fe .  

How does one look upon a career in education that  spans 35
years? With gratitude and pride.  " It 's  been fabulous,"  says
Valerie ,  who retires January 18.   " I  wouldn't  trade it  for
anything."   

Valerie was 18 when she took her f irst  job supporting two
accountants in private industry.  She had trained for
professional  off ice work with community col lege vocational
courses,  but i t  wasn't  unti l  she joined the County Off ice of
Education in 1985 that  she felt  she was where she belonged.  " I
knew from day one I  had landed in the r ight spot, "  she says.   

At  that  t ime,  "word processing"  with desktop computers was
new.  Al l  telephone cal ls  came through a switchboard.  Email
communications had yet  to dominate off ice l i fe .  As secretary
and then department secretary,  Valerie supported special  ed- 
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 Wow!  Thirty-five-years in service to SLOCOE's programs and students.

 Valerie Kraskey Looks Back with Gratitude and Pride



STAFF TRANSITIONS & NEWS

Valerie Kraskey, Administrative Manager, Communications and Media

SLOCOE  Invites You to a Holiday Party on Zoom
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Ezra Steven Diaz, born November 15 to Mallory and Steven Diaz.  Ezra
joins big sister Audrey in the Diaz family.

WELCOME TO A NOVEMBER BABY

WELCOME TO SLOCOE!
Chelsea Campbell, Behavioral Health Specialist, Chris Jespersen School, Student Programs &
Services
Marisol Espino Figueroa, Administrative Assistant II, Educational Support Services
Mia Ramos, Behavioral Health Specialist, Christ Jespersen School, Student Programs & Services

Monday ,  December  21 ,  2020 ,  5 :00-5 :30  pm
Join  v ia  Zoom

https://slocoe-org.zoom.us/j/92574429007?pwd=Z01Tczc0S3FLVE53dHJyQm9oc2pSUT09

Wear  your  favor i te  hol iday  sweater  or  hat  for  the
sweater  and  hat  contest ,  enter  the  drawing  for
hol iday  g i f t  cards ,  and  jo in  the  hol iday  s ing-a long .

Deliver their gifts to the main office by Friday, December 11.

Gifts can be left with Lauren Thorne, Danielle Mitchell, or

Crista Whitney, or left in Lauren's office.

Be sure to include your sponsor card with the gift.

Following a tradition that dates back many years, a Holiday Gift

Drive for preschool students is reaching completion in the main

office.  Educational Support Services thanks all of the

participants who shopped for a child in this year's Preschool

Holiday Gift Drive.  Sponsors  who shopped for these children

are asked to:

If you have questions:

Danielle Mitchell    dmitchell@slocoe.org  782-7298

Crista Whitney       cwhitney@slocoe.org  782-7263

A Gift Drive Brings Holiday Spirit to the Main Office

PROMOTIONAL CONGRATULATIONS
Shannon Pimentel, Promoted to Classified Coordinator, Early Learning
& Educational Support, Educational Support Services

https://slocoe-org.zoom.us/j/92574429007?pwd=Z01Tczc0S3FLVE53dHJyQm9oc2pSUT09

