
L a s t  y e a r  i n  M a r c h ,  I  w r o t e  a b o u t  N C A A  B a s k e t -
b a l l ' s  " M a r c h  M a d n e s s , "  a n d  i t s  m e t a p h o r i c a l
e q u i v a l e n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  w e  b e g i n  t o  c l o s e
o u t  o n e  y e a r  w h i l e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .
T h e  N o v e l  C o r o n a v i r u s  a d d s  t o  t h e  m a d n e s s .  

T h e  S a n  L u i s  O b i s p o  C o u n t y  O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n
c o n t i n u e s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a l l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,
c h a r t e r s ,  a n d  c h i l d c a r e  c e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o u n t y  t o  f o r m a l i z e  p l a n s ,  v a c c i n a t i o n  s c h e d -
u l e s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s .   W e  r e g u l a r l y
b r i e f  a l l  a g e n c y  l e a d s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  m e e t i n g s
w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .   T h a n k  y o u  f o r  d o i n g  y o u r
p a r t  t o  k e e p  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  s a f e  b y  f o l l o w i n g
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  g u i d e l i n e s .   I  a n t i c i p a t e  w e  w i l l  b e
a b l e  t o  v a c c i n a t e  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  r e q u e s t i n g  a
v a c c i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  8 - 1 0  w e e k s .

T h e  G o v e r n o r ,  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t  r e l e a s e d  M a r c h  1
s a i d ,  " T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n
b e s t  w h e n  t h e y  a r e   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t h e i r   p e e r s
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Vaccines Bring Hope to Schools
by James Brescia, County Superintendent
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Monthly News from the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education

Beanstack Creates Fun
Reading Challenges for
Preschoolers 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

A ful l  rainbow arches over the Special  Education off ices at SLOCOE.               [photo by AJ Alsup]

Staff Transitions & News

Getting Better
Acquainted with AJ
Alsup, Our IT Director

SLOCOE Scenes
Captured by Staff



a n d  e d u c a t o r s  i n  a  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  s a f e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t .   O u r
s c h o o l s  n e e d  e v e r y  r e s o u r c e  p o s s i b l e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  l a y e r e d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s
t h a t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a  s a f e  r e t u r n  t o  i n - p e r s o n  l e a r n i n g  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  s c h o o l  s t a f f ,
t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . "

W e  a t  S L O C O E  a n d  o t h e r  s c h o o l  a g e n c i e s  t a k e  o u r
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s e r i o u s l y ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  s o o n  a s  i t
i s  a v a i l a b l e .   P l e a s e  s p e a k  w i t h  y o u r  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s o r  o r  w i t h
s o m e o n e  i n  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  i f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s .   T h e  M e n t a l
H e a l t h  M i n u t e s  p r o d u c e d  b y  o u r  S L O C O E  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  m i g h t
a l s o  b e  h e l p f u l ,  a n d  a r e  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  p a t i e n c e  a n d  k i n d n e s s .
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~Jim Brescia

 Meet AJ Alsup
Director, Information Technology Services

No one  had  any  idea ,  when former  IT
Director  Ph i l  Trott  ret i red  and  AJ  A lsup
arr ived  to  lead  SLOCOE's  In format ion
Technology  Serv ices ,  that  a  pandemic
would  make  d is tance  work ing  and
learn ing  a  ma jor  focus  o f  2020 and  2021 .   
A  dramat ic  increase  in  technology  needs
for  SLOCOE's  educat iona l  programs and
sta f f ,  as  we l l  as  more  compl icated
secur i ty  concerns ,  l e f t  l i t t le  t ime for  AJ
to  ease  into  h is  new ro le ,  or   meet  a l l  o f
us  face-to-face .   Now that  a  fu l l  year  has
sped  by ,  AJ  can  look  back   wi th   p leasure

W H A T  A  T E A M !   D r .  B r e s c i a ,  M a r i s o l  E s p i n o ,  K a r l a  K n u c k l e s ,
a n d  A n g e l a  S i m m o n s  s c h e d u l e d  o v e r  4 0 0  a p p o i n t m e n t s  o n
b e h a l f  o f  c o u n t y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  e l i g i b l e  s t a f f  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f
t h r e e  d a y s ,  m a k i n g  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  v e r y  h a p p y .   T h e  f i r s t  r o u n d
o f  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,   f o r   t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  M a r c h ,  w e n t  t o
t e a c h e r s   a n d   f r o n t l i n e  s t a f f  c o n t a c t e d  b y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o
c a l l  i n  f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t s .   O u r  C o u n t y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  j o i n e d  i n
t h e  e f f o r t ,  t o  t h e  s u r p r i s e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  c a l l e r s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d
t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  t o  g a u g e  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .   A s  m o r e  v a c c i n e s  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e ,
m o r e  s c h o o l  s t a f f  w i l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  v a c c i n e s ,  b r i n g i n g  l o n g - a w a i t e d  r e l i e f  t o
s c h o o l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  i n  o u r  c o u n t y .

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b
https://youtu.be/6-7WztdELXc


on many  teach ing  moments  as  he  equips  s ta f f  to  pract ice  secur i ty  awareness  and
fee l  increased  conf idence  in  so lv ing  some technology  i ssues  on  the i r  own.   

A  nat ive  o f  San  Diego ,  AJ  says  he  drew some insp irat ion  for  h is  career  in  computer
and sof tware  technology  f rom h is  fa ther ,  a  phys ic i s t  for  the  US  Navy .   As  a  resu l t  o f
h is  fa ther ' s  assoc iat ion  wi th  the  Navy ,  the  fami ly ' s  f i r s t  s tand-a lone  computer  in  the
mid-70s  was  an  IBM PC.   AJ  channe led  h is  technolog ica l  interests  into  a  career  as  a
sof tware  eng ineer  in  pr ivate  industry  in  the  Bay  Area ,  where  he  met  h is  wi fe  Brendy .   
A  des i re  to  l i ve  in  c lose  prox imity  to  h is  p lace  o f  work  and  to  k ids '  schools  led  AJ  to
accept  a  pos i t ion  wi th  Templeton  Uni f ied ,  where  he  drew sat i s fact ion  f rom
contr ibut ing  to  technology  in  the  very  schools  h is  own ch i ldren  at tended .   The  sh i f t
f rom pr ivate  industry  to  educat ion  obv ious ly  h i t  a  chord ;  a f ter  f i ve  years  wi th
Templeton  Uni f ied ,  AJ  jo ined  SLOCOE.

AJ  and  Brendy  have  seven  ch i ldren  ( two out  o f  h igh  school ;  three  in  h igh  school ;  two
in  e lementary  school ) ,  a long  wi th  a  dog  and  a  cat  who were  adopted  f rom she l ters .
The  fami ly  en joys  outdoor  act iv i t ies ,  inc lud ing  paddle-board ing ,  h ik ing ,  b ik ing ,  and
summer  v i s i t s  to  Bass  Lake  and  Lake  Tahoe  dur ing  pre-pandemic  t imes .   A J  and  h is
fami ly  a l so  share  another  interest ,  ev idence  o f  which  wi l l  soon  appear  in  h is  o f f ice ,  
 a  love  o f  Star  Wars  movies .   Keep  your  eyes  open  for  some fun  and  rare  memorabi l i a
when you  v i s i t !   [AJ  has  fami l ia l  connect ions  to  the  producer  o f  the  two f i rs t  f i lms . ]

In  the  meant ime,  we  can  look  forward  to  many  good t imes  ahead  wi th  AJ .   Thanks  for
keeping  us  secure  and  h igh-funct ion ing  over  th is  past  year !

SLOCOE's Rais ing a Reader partnered with the SLO County
Library to create an onl ine Beanstalk Reading Chal lenge,  a
l i teracy-based program that offers fun and chal lenges in areas
such as Talk,  Read,  Sing,  Write ,  Play and Create .     Chi ldren
aged 3-5 earn onl ine badges and t ickets toward monthly prizes.   
Parents countywide can register their  chi ldren onl ine at :  

Warm responses from parents using Beanstack with their  young
chi ldren include this  from a mother,   " I  love my l i tt le  reader.  He
is  missing his  preschool  environment and is  not doing great  at
the homeschool  thing.   When he joined Beanstack,  the
chal lenges invited him to pick up a book,  create,  and write in
playful  ways.   This  gave me so much hope!"  

A Facebook page for Rais ing a Reader provides updates on the
drawings for prizes,  and some Raising a Reader t ips:
www.facebook.com/RAR.SLO

NOTE:  "Beanstack,"  the name of  the software platform, is  not to be confused
with "beanstalk"  from the wel l  known fairy tale of  Jack and the Beanstalk .

 slolibrary.beanstack.org/reader365.   
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 Beanstack Reading Challenge for Young Children
Raising a Reader and the SLO County Library Bring Learning Fun to Kids  

http://www.facebook.com/RAR.SLO
http://sloliberary.beanstack.org/reader365
http://sloliberary.beanstack.org/reader365


STAFF TRANSITIONS & NEWS

S u s a n  R i c h a r d s o n

T h o m a s  A l v a r e z

J e n n i e  C u r t oJ e n n i e  C u r t o

Dramatic skies, a lone deer, the un-loading of PPE supplies by Tom Wood, and rainbows, all captured by SLOCOE's
walkers and shutterbugs.

Elizabeth Howell, Instructional Specialist, Student Programs & Services
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WELCOME TO SLOCOE!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Annie Donovan, Behavioral Health Specialist, Loma Vista Community School, Student
Programs & Services
Jessie Rodriguez, Custodian, Operational Services

 Rainbows, PPE, and Other Photographic Sights

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS:  A colorful Mindful March calendar, from www.actionforhappiness.org,
is full of daily activities one can enjoy alone or with family members.  Check it out!   [With thanks
to Thomas Alvarez for sharing this resource.]

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y0halQ59FCG2VY4ooQFr4Cck4S-NkBKc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.actionforhappiness.org/

