
A  p r e v i o u s l y  s h a r e d  s l o g a n  t h a t  w e n t  v i r a l  w h e n
I t a l y  b e g a n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  n u m -
b e r s  o f  c o r o n a v i r u s  c a s e s  w a s  " A n d r a  t u t t o
b e n e ! "  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  " E v e r y t h i n g  i s  g o i n g
t o  b e  a l l  r i g h t ! "   

A s  c l a s s e s  b e g i n  i n  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  e x p e r t s  w a r n  t h a t  t h e
p o l i t i c s  a r o u n d  p r e v e n t a t i v e  m i t i g a t i o n s
h i n d e r s  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  C O V I D - 1 9 .
T h e r e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s e a r c h e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  w o r k  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  s p r e a d  o f
C O V I D - 1 9 .   I n  G e o r g i a  a n d  H a w a i i ,  w h e r e
s c h o o l s  o p e n e d  e a r l i e r  t h a n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  e x p e r t s  r e p o r t  t h a t  c l a s s e s
c o n t i n u e  w i t h  m i n i m a l  d i s r u p t i o n  w h e n  s c h o o l s
f o l l o w  p r e v e n t a t i v e  m e a s u r e s .

T h e  n o i s e  b o m b a r d i n g  u s  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
a r e n a  g e t s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  e n j o y i n g  m a n y  p o s i t i v e
t h i n g s ,  a n d  r e m i n d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  o f  r e a s o n s  t o
h o p e  f o r  t o m o r r o w .  W e  c a n  p o s i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e
t h e  w o r l d !   W e  c a n  c o n t r o l  o u r  a t t i t u d e s ,
a c t i o n s

SLOCOE e-News

Italy's Slogan Can Be Ours Too
by James Brescia, County Superintendent
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Monthly News from the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education

SLOCOE Staff Enjoy a
"Back-To-School"
Outdoor Breakfast 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

SLOCOE staff gathered on the lawn at Rancho El Chorro on August 18 to celebrate the start of a new school year.

Staff Transitions & News

Meet Ei leen Higgins,
Program Special ist ,
Support  Systems,
Educational  Support
Services



Ei leen f irst  a imed her career goals  at  the dramatic
arts .   She holds a  BA degree in Dramatic  Art  from the
University  of  Cal i fornia  at  Santa Barbara.   Her path
took a  turn,  however,  when she mysteriously  did not
fol low through in mai l ing an appl icat ion for  graduate
school .   The program was located in Manhattan where
she would have been when the Twin Towers came
down on 9/11 .   Instead,  Ei leen took a  job as  a
preschool  a id and discovered her love of  chi ldren.   A
long-term substitute posit ion in special  education
inspired her to work toward a teaching credentia l ,  a
masters in special  education,  and an administrat ive
credentia l .   

Steeped in years of  experience with local  school
distr icts  and Almond Acres Charter  Academy,  Ei leen
now enjoys working with Melanie Crawford in  Educa-  
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~Jim Brescia

P l e a s e  j o i n  m e  i n  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  w h o  w e r e
n o m i n a t e d  a n d  s e l e c t e d  a s  E m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  Y e a r ,  t h a n k i n g
n e w l y  h i r e d  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
r e t i r e d .   I  a l s o  t h a n k  a l l  w h o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  t h e i r  p a r t
d u r i n g  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  a n d  a l l  w h o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w a y s  w e  c a n
i m p r o v e  s e r v i c e .

I  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  p a t i e n c e  a n d
k i n d n e s s .  I t  i s  a n  h o n o r  t o  s e r v e  a s  y o u r  c o u n t y
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .   A n d r a  t u t t o  b e n e !

a c t i o n s  a n d  o u t l o o k .   B y  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k  o f  o u r
l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  d e l i v e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  p r o v i d e
c o u n t y w i d e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  a d v o c a t e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .

t iona l  Support  Serv ices  to  address  systems of  support  for  a l l  s tudents  wi th  a  focus
on soc ia l/emot iona l  learn ing  and  behav ior .   Extens ive  t ra in ing  in  MTSS (Mul t i -
T iered  System of  Supports )  as  we l l  as  exper ience  as  a  Spec ia l  Educat ion  Director
and V isua l  and  Per forming  Arts  Coord inator  enhances  E i leen 's  ab i l i ty  to  form the
connect ions  needed to  support  d is t r ic ts  on  a  countywide  sca le .   " I  en joy  forming
connect ions ,  get t ing  to  know the  s tory  o f  someone  e lse , "  she  says .

 Meet Eileen Higgins
Program Specialist, Support Systems, Educational Support Services

I n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  h i g h l y  c o m m u n i c a t i v e ,
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  a n d

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  a n  o n g o i n g  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t
s y s t e m  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t o r s  a r o u n d  t h e i r  s a f e t y

p l a n s  a n d  r e o p e n i n g ;  t h i n g s  a r e  g o i n g  b e t t e r .
~Kim Anderson, Executive Director, National Education Association

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b
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Ei leen  has  two ch i ldren ,  aged  12  and  14 .   She  loves  to  t rave l ,  garden  and  bake  scones ,
and  i s  never  int imidated  by  t ry ing  someth ing  new.    

Welcome to  the  SLOCOE fami ly ,  E i leen !   We wish  you  a  great  year  o f  new
connect ions .

 SLOCOE Celebrates a New School Year with Breakfast 
Staff Received Service Year Pins and Enjoyed Breakfast Burritos at Rancho El Chorro  

Balloons, smiles, raffle tickets and breakfast
burritos greeted SLOCOE staff on August 18, as
all gathered to celebrate the start of a new
school year. Spirits were bright in spite of the
drippy, cool weather.  Dr. Brescia and admin-
istrators welcomed staff while vocalist Talia
and her jazz combo provided music.  Many
staff received pins honoring their years of
service to SLOCOE, with the highest awarded
for over 30 years.  

Dr. Brescia complimented staff on diligence in
providing a high level of service, flexibility in
response to changing  pandemic requirements,
and dedication to the needs of our students.
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STAFF TRANSITIONS & NEWS

Alysen Barron, Human Resources Technician, Human Resources
Kaitlin Cruse-Poe, Mental Health Therapist, Loma Vista Community School, Student
Programs & Services
Alberto Gonzalez, Mental Health Therapist, Loma Vista Community School, Student
Programs and Services
Maureen Huckler, Job Placement Specialist, Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA)
Stacy Summers, Director of Program Monitoring, Categorical Support and Data
Analysis, Educational Support Services
Linda Vela, Administrative Assistant, Grizzly Youth Academy
Naomi Yamagata, Registrar, Student Programs & Services

WELCOME!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
Janene Barnewolt, Paraeducator, Grizzly Youth Academy
Ron Linscott, Information Technology Support Specialist, Information Technology Services
Ercilia Martins, Behavior Intervention Services Specialist, Student Programs & Services
Karen Moreno Sandoval, Administrative Assistant, Grizzly Youth Academy

WELCOME BACK! 
Jaclyn Ford, Interpreter for the Deaf, Special Education, Student Programs & Services

Click HERE for more photos (with thanks to Jennie Curto),

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Sonia Stuart, Promoted to Classified Coordinator, Business Services

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nae0jqmxet-DCHI9trrvuv0bRYm7X-c7?usp=sharing
https://drive.google/com/drive/u/1/folders/1nae0jqmxet-DCH19trrvuv0bRYm7X-c7

