
O v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  p r e s s u r e - f i l l e d  m o n t h s ,  I  r e a d
m u l t i p l e  a r t i c l e s ,  p l a n s  a n d  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e
i m p a c t  o f  C O V I D - 1 9  o n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .   I
o b s e r v e d  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  a c r o s s  S a n  L u i s
O b i s p o  C o u n t y  s k i l l f u l l y  m a n a g i n g  r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I
r e v i e w e d  r e p o r t s  o f  l o n e l i n e s s ,  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t
a n d  a n x i e t y .   T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  c o n f u s i o n
s u r r o u n d i n g  C O V I D - 1 9  o v e r w h e l m e d  s o m e  a n d
w e r e  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  o t h e r s .  H e r e  a r e  m y
t a k e a w a y s ,  w h i c h  a p p l y  t o  a l l  f o r m s  o f
e m p l o y m e n t ,  n o t  j u s t  e d u c a t i o n .  

W h e n  w e  c o m m i t  t o  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n
w i t h  p e e r s ,  w e  c a n  b e t t e r  s e r v e  o t h e r s .   A s  w e
s h a r e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w e  a d d r e s s
t h e  n e w  n o r m a l .   W h e n  w e  s h a r e  " t r u t h - t e l l i n g "
w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s ,  w e  a l l o w  o t h e r s  t o  a s s i s t  u s .

T h i s  q u o t e  f r o m  s o m e o n e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  s p e a k s
t o   t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s :   I  f e l t  s o  
 a c t i o n s
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Student Programs &
Services Staff Earn
PBIS Recognition 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Rebecca Kohle, John Taylor, Brenda Thomas, Eric Fraley, Lara Mattson, Chris Phillips, Lindsey Tompkins display their PBIS signs at
a recent conference for PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports) in Sacramento.

Staff Transitions & News

Meet Nancy Gravender
Payroll Retirement
Specialist, Business
Services

Raising a Reader Kick-
Off Event Features
Story-Telling & Authors



What  does  Payro l l  Serv ice ' s  newest  member  l i ke  best
about  jo in ing  SLOCOE?   The  teamwork !   Nancy
Gravender ,  a  former  vo l leyba l l  a th le te  and  vo l leyba l l
coach ,  loves  the  fee l ing  o f  shar ing  common goa ls ,  and
the  pos i t i v i ty  that  comes  f rom each  day ' s  accom-
pl i shments .   I t  fee l s  great ,  she  says ,  to  t rans i t ion  f rom
the  smal l  o f f ice  env i ronment  o f  the  Cambr ia  Serv ices
Dis tr ic t  where  she  hand led  Payro l l  and  HR funct ions
most ly  a lone ,  to  SLOCOE's  l a rger  main  o f f ice  where
one  "can ' t  not  be  a  team! "

Both  Nancy  and  her  husband  grew up  in  the  mid-
western  part  o f  the  country ,  in  a  border  area  o f
Mich igan  and  Ind iana ,  ca l led  "Mich iana . "   They  re lo-
cated  to  Ca l i forn ia  when  her  husband  accepted  a  job  in
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~Jim Brescia

W h e n  w e  l o o k  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d u r i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  w e  c a n
i m p r o v e  o u r  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s .   T h e  c o u n t l e s s
m o n t h l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  t h r u s t  u p o n  u s  b y  C O V I D - 1 9
i s  a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  u s  i n  a  p o s t - p a n d e m i c  w o r k p l a c e .

I  a m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r  i t  a n  h o n o r  t o
s e r v e  a s  y o u r  c o u n t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s .

r e l i e v e d  w h e n  I  r e a l i z e d  I  w a s n ' t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  f e l t  l i k e  I  d i d .   O u r  f a m i l i e s ,
f r i e n d s ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  a l l  r e p r e s e n t  p i e c e s  o f  a  s u p p o r t  n e t w o r k .   T o
t h a t  e n d ,  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  a s  o n e
c o m m u n i t y .   

 Meet Nancy Gravender 
Payroll Retirement Specialist, Business Services

S u c c e s s  i s  n o t  f i n a l ,
f a i l u r e  i s  n o t  f a t a l :   i t

i s  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o
c o n t i n u e  t h a t  c o u n t s . "   

~ W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l

Visa l i a ,  where  they  ra i sed  the i r  young  sons .  Both  o f  them now en joy  l i v ing  here  on
the  Centra l  Coast ,  where  they  h ike  and  camp in  the i r  j eep ' s  roof top  tent .   

I f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  y e t  m e t  N a n c y ,  b e  s u r e  t o  s t o p  b y  a n d  s a y  h e l l o .   F o o t b a l l  f a n s  m a y
e n j o y  a s k i n g  h e r  a b o u t  h e r  d i n n e r  w i t h  P e y t o n  M a n n i n g  a  w e e k  a f t e r  h i s  s e c o n d
S u p e r  B o w l  v i c t o r y !  N a n c y ,  w e ' r e  h a p p y  y o u  j o i n e d  o u r  t e a m .  W e  w i s h  y o u  s u c c e s s !

P r o m o t i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  m i n d s e t  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n
p r o v i d i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m .   I t  i s
e a s y  t o  a l l o w  n e g a t i v e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  t o
c r e e p  i n t o  o u r  h e a d s .   M e n t a l  h e a l t h  e x p e r t s
r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  i n  o u r
l i v e s  c a n  h e l p  f i l t e r  o u t  t h e  b a r r a g e  o f
d i s c o u r a g i n g  n e w s .

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b
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Teach s tudents  what  to  do  instead  of  te l l ing  them what  not  to  do !  ~  Chr is  Ph i l l ips
Our  programs are  prov id ing  ev idence-based  intervent ions  for  our  s tudents .  ~  L indsey  Tompkins
Ongoing  rev iew,  assessment  and  s trengthening  of  PBIS  pract ices  i s  essent ia l  for  program
f ide l i ty  and  success .  ~  Er ic  Fra ley
Tier  I I  intervent ions  are  needed for  some students  -  addi t iona l  instruct ion  and  t ime for  sk i l l
deve lopment ,  addi t iona l  s t ructure  and  predictab i l i ty ,  and  increased  opportuni ty  for  feedback .  

Interconnected  systems f rameworks  are  cruc ia l  for  improv ing  s tudent  outcomes .  ~  Lara  Mattson
Fol lowing  the  program with  f ide l i ty  increases  success .  ~  Brenda  Thomas
New ideas  on  how to  better  integrate  menta l  hea l th  and  school  serv ices  and  how to  increase
student  buy- in  ~  Rebecca  Kohle

What is PBIS?  You've seen the acronym, perhaps even heard it used in a sentence.  PBIS
stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports, and is a multi-tiered framework of
supports for all students at a school (Tier 1), targeted small groups or additional
interventions for some students who need more support (Tier 2), and individualized intensive
supports and interventions for individual students who need even more support (Tier 3).  PBIS
supports improvements for students in behavior and academic outcomes.  According to
Lindsey Tompkins, the conference highlighted aspects of implementation; data to support
implementation in schools; interventions for educators to implement; school experiences
related to implementation; culturally responsive practices for students, family and staff; and
trauma-informed practices.  That's a lot!  

Members of the team share some of their takeaways from the PBIS conference here:

     ~  John Tay lor
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 SLOCOE Staff Earn Recognition at PBIS Conference 
Student Programs & Services staff gained recognition and knowledge at a conference on

Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports, held September 13-15 in Sacramento.  

Knowledge is important, but implementation counts! Earning the Platinum Implementation Award,
above left (L-R): Eric Fraley (Behavior Intervention Services Specialist), Larra Mattson (Principal, Loma
Vista Community School), and Lindsey Tompkins (Behavioral Intervention Specialist Manager). Above
Right, with a Gold Implementation Award: John Taylor (Teacher, Grades 4-8, Chris Jespersen School),
Brenda Thomas (Mental Health Specialist), Rebecca Kohle (Mental Health Therapist), Lindsey Tompkins
(Behavioral Intervention Specialist Manager), and Chris Phill ips (Director, Special Education).
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 Raising a Reader Kicks Off a New School Year 
Raising a Reader (RAR) teachers and care providers learned storytelling techniques from

the authors of How To Tell Stories to Children during a September 14 kick-off event.

Above Left: Administrative Assistant Megan O'Dwyer and  
Early Learning Specialist Shannon Pimentel display copies
of the book, How To Tell Stories to Children, by authors
Silke Rose West and Joseph Sarosy. Above Right: An
early learner happily displays her book bag.  Left: Early
childhood educators and authors Joseph Sarosy and Silke
Rose West share their wisdom in a virtual session for
SLOCOE's recent RAR Kick-Off. 

which copies of the book went to participants and caregivers.

Raising a Reader engages caregivers in a routine of book sharing with their children
from birth through age eight to foster healthy brain development,  healthy
relationships,  a love of reading,  and the l iteracy ski l ls  crit ical  for school success.
Childcare providers and teachers for transitional  kindergarten,  preschool,  infant-
toddler,  home base and early intervention programs attended the event from
throughout San Luis Obispo County.  

"The authors offered practical  advice,  helpful  prompts,  and a touch of science to
explain how stories enrich children's l ives,"  says Shannon Pimentel .  "Storytel l ing can be
used as an educational  tool ,  and the training benefits students directly,  cultivating
healthy relationships in the classroom and a child's  home. Techniques teachers learned
wil l  be shared with famil ies throughout the RAR offerings,  supporting family
connections and social  emotional  learning.  Storytel l ing creates a space for children to
tel l  their stories and hear the stories of others.   What a simple gift  to offer when
enjoying books and supporting the educational  success of children!"   

A September 14 Raising a Reader (RAR) Kick-Off
event featured a virtual  session  with  authors of
the book,  How  To  Tel l   Stories  to  Children ,   after
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STAFF TRANSITIONS & NEWS

Samantha Case, Behavior Intervention Services Specialist, Student Programs & Services
Nancy Gravender, Payroll Retirement Specialist, Business Services

WELCOME!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
William Curd, Interpreter for the Deaf, Student Programs & Services
Debra Leopard, Business Systems Specialist, Business Services

WELCOME BACK! 
Cheryl Vonderahe, Behavior Intervention Services Specialist, Student Programs &
Services

NEW BABY CONGRATULATIONS
Hazel June Gibson, born to Andria Gibson, September 4, 2021 

PHOTO SHARES
Above Left:  
Resting ladybug,
(Jeanne Buchanan). 

Above Right: This
guest was not on
the calendar!
(Dr. Brescia)

Left:  Loma Vista's
hay bale garden
with strawberries
(Shirley Marshall)


