
Happy New Year  to  a l l  our  SLOCOE fami ly !   

Forbes  Bus iness  experts  ref lect  on the  swathe of
customer  exper ience-re lated predict ions  for  the
upcoming year .   Whi le  we do not  have  tradi t ional
customers  in  our  industry ,  we serve  the  publ ic ,
who we cons ider  our  customers .   I  have  deta i led
a  few of  the  Forbes  predict ions  that  a l ign  with
the  f lex ib i l i ty ,  pat ience and k indness  you
demonstrate .

Forbes :  Customer  behaviors ,  habits  and priori-
t ies  wi l l  continue  to  evo lve .  The pandemic
accelerated the  adopt ion of  d ig i ta l  pract ices .   In
less  than two years ,  our  ent ire  workforce
became more  d ig i ta l ly   f luent ,   prov ided  serv ice
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May the warm glow of the holiday spirit linger even as we begin a brand new year.         [Photo from "Signing Santa" event, page 3]
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Meet Stacy Summers,
Director in Educational
Support Services

Don't  Forget the Jan.
25 Blood Drive!

S t a f f  L e a r n  C r i s i s
R e s p o n s e  S k i l l s

Y o u r  s u c c e s s  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  l i e s  i n
y o u .  R e s o l v e  t o  k e e p  h a p p y ,  a n d
y o u r  j o y  a n d  y o u  s h a l l  f o r m  a n

i n v i n c i b l e  h o s t  a g a i n s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .    
~ H e l e n  K e l l e r

"Signing Santa" Brings
Holiday Cheer to Kids



For  Stacy  Summers ,  "work  i s  a  happy
p lace , "  and  SLOCOE i s  "amaz ing ! "   A  25-
year  veteran  o f  the  Paso  Rob les  Jo int
Uni f ied  Schoo l  D is t r ic t ,  S tacy  came to
SLOCOE wi th  Span ish  l anguage  sk i l l s ,  a
heart  for  Eng l i sh  learners ,  and  apprec ia t ion
of  the  co l l aborat ive ,  prob lem-so lv ing  sp i r i t
she  f inds  among  her  co l leagues  here .   She
works  c lose ly  wi th  Joe  Kosk i  and  Melan ie
Crawford ,  ass i s t ing  loca l  schoo l  d i s t r ic ts
wi th  the  technica l  aspects  o f  the i r  LCAPs
(Loca l  Contro l  Accountab i l i ty  P lans ) ,  and
the i r  s ta te  and  federa l  compl iance  e f for ts .

S tacy ' s  persona l  s tory  o f  her  d i scovery  o f  a
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~Jim Brescia

on a  d ig i ta l  p lat form,  and cont inued to  grow in  d ig i ta l  prof ic iency .   I  predict  that  the
expectat ions  for  remote  profess ional  deve lopment ,  d ig i ta l  s ignatures ,  and Zoom
meet ings  wi l l  cont inue post-pandemic .

Forbes :  Privacy  and data  concerns  wi l l  force  business  to  rethink  protocols .   Pr ivacy
and secur i ty  wi l l  cont inue to  become a  pr ior i ty  for  customers  and providers .
Companies  that  understand how to  use  data  secure ly  wi l l  cont inue to  thr ive  in  the
v irtua l  workplace .   I  predict  that  the  need for  d ig i ta l  l i teracy  speci f ic  to  pr ivacy  and
prevent ion wi l l  increase  across  a l l  industr ies .

Forbes :  A  great  employee  experience  wi l l  be  the  leading  indicator  o f  business  success
in  2022 .  Serv ice  industr ies  face  expanding employment  market  opportunit ies  as
bus inesses  recover  and adapt  to  more  hybr id  work  pract ices .  I  predict  that  the
serv ice  industry  wi l l  cont inue to  ad just  to  both  hybr id  and in-person serv ices .  Many
of  our  serv ices  are  not  accompl ished ef fect ive ly  through a  pure ly  v i r tua l  p lat form.
How

 Meet Stacy Summers 
Director, Program Monitoring, Categorical Programs, & Data Analysis

Educational Support Services

pass ion  ear ly  in  l i fe  are  a  tes tament  to  the  ro le  o f  schoo ls  and  fami ly  in  he lp ing  to
awaken  young  peop le  to  poss ib le  careers .   Her  mot ivat ion  to  become an  educator
be-

Fortunate ly ,  we have  successfu l ly  nav igated operat ing  a  hybr id
workforce  with  in-person serv ices  when serv ing  our  d istr icts .

On behal f  o f  the  County  Board of  Educat ion ,  the  Personnel
Commiss ion,  and Cabinet ,  I  thank you for  stepping in  when
needed.   I  am conf ident  that  the  SLOCOE team wi l l  open 2022
with  another  successfu l  year  of  serv ice  to  our  community .  I t  i s  an
honor  to  serve  as  your  County  Super intendent  of  Schools .

https://twitter.com/BresciaJames?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/slocoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haASJC3ugeo&feature=youtu.b
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began  in  ch i ldhood  and  was  insp i red  in  part  by  her  s i s ter ' s  d i sab i l i t ies  and
exper iences  in  schoo l ,  but  a l so  by  a t tendance  a t  a  camp for  asp i r ing  teachers .   " I
a lways  wanted  to  be  a  teacher , "  she  says .

A  second  e lement  o f  S tacy ' s  career  path  came into  p lay  when a  c lass  in  midd le
schoo l  k ind led  an  interest  in  Span ish .   The  in f luences  o f  an  aunt  who was  b i l ingua l ,
and  another  who immigrated  to  the  US  f rom Mexico  re in forced  that  in terest .   A f ter
graduat ing  f rom h igh  schoo l ,  S tacy  part ic ipated  in  a  summer  language  immers ion
program sponsored  by  the  Univers i ty  o f  Guada la jara .   She  l i ved  wi th  a  fami ly  in
Mexico  for  s ix  weeks  a t  the  age  o f  1 7 ,  t rave l ing  and  exp lor ing  Mex ico  on  weekends
with  two fe l low s tudents .   Her  courage  a t  such  a  young  age  dur ing  an  era  when
mobi le  phones  were  not  ava i l ab le  i s  remarkab le ,  but  the  rewards  were  worthwhi le .
S tacy  fe l l  in  love  wi th  the  l anguage  and  the  cu l ture .   Years  l a ter ,  she  was  a  f i r s t
grade  teacher  a t  Georg ia  Brown E lementary  Schoo l  he lp ing  to  put  in  p lace  i t s  dua l
immers ion  language  program,  the  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind  in  our  county .

Stacy  i s  a  devoted  wi fe  and  mother ,  a  camping ,  h ik ing  and  d i r t-b ike-r id ing
enthus ias t ,  and  a  se l f -confessed  jokester .  "E l f -on-the-She l f "  pranks  and  jokes
feature  prominent ly  in  her  fami ly ' s  ho l iday  t rad i t ions ,  and  her  son  has  taken  up  the
ca l l ing ,  recreat ing  past  photo  images  for  h i s  grandmother  as  a  cont inuat ion  o f  the
fami ly  fun .   S tacy ,  thank  you  for  br ing ing  your  sp i r i t  o f  fun  and  pass ion  for
educat ion  to  SLOCOE!

 Signing Santa Delivers Delight and Stories

"S ign ing  Santa "  de l i vered  ho l iday  cheer  and  a
sack  fu l l  o f  s tu f fed  an imals  ( shown above )  and
candy  canes  to  a  group  o f  DHH (deaf-and-
hard-of-hear ing )  s tudents  on  December  16  in
the  aud i tor ium at  Rancho  E l   Chorro .   "S ign ing  

 Approximately 10 Deaf-and-Hard-of-Hearing Students Enjoyed the Event.

Santa "  i s  an  annua l  event  for  the  DHH program.   Jacob  Mi l ton ,  shown above  in  the  Santa
costume,  i s  on  h i s  e ighth  year  o f  p lay ing  "S ign ing  Santa , "  which  began  a t  Santa  Margar i ta
E lementary  Schoo l  in  2013 .   He  i s  a  longt ime  f r iend  o f  Sarah  Tucker ,  who  at tended  preschoo l
wi th  h im at  CL  Smith  E lementary  Schoo l  in  the  DHH program in  the  1980s .   The i r  common
exper ience  and  f r iendsh ip  led  to  a  co l l aborat ion  that  benef i t s  DHH students  each  year .



SLOCOE Sponsored Vital Crisis Training Events in 2021

Photos at Top: As part of a special safety meeting at SLOCOE's main office last November, an
instructor from Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center demonstrated how to control bleeding
when someone is injured.  Staff learned that uncontrolled bleeding is the number one cause
of preventable death. Staff also learned that members of the public are immediate
responders who can prevent death from trauma in the event of a natural or man-made
incident. Photos, Middle and Bottom Row: ALICE Active Shooter Response Training, held 
 December 1-2 for county school district and law enforcement staff helped participants learn
and practice skills in responding to incidents such as violent intruders, mass shooting,
terrorism or workplace violence.  Nearly 30 people attended the event, funded by the
California Office of Emergency Services.  ALICE (translated to Alert Lockdown Inform
Counter Evacuate) is an easy method for remembering life-saving steps.

ALICE and "Stop the Bleed"  Events Taught Life-Saving Response Skills.
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WELCOME TO SLOCOE
Sarah Adams,  Instructional  Special ist  - Visual ly Impaired,  Student Programs & Services
Gina Buschur,  Administrative Assistant III ,  Special  Education,  Student Programs & Services
Benjamin Campos,  Mental  Health Therapist ,  Special  Education Local  Plan Area (SELPA)
Michael Hernandez,  Custodian/Groundskeeper,  Operational  Services

PROMOTIONAL CONGRATULATIONS
Meghan Knable ,  to Payroll  Manager from Payroll  Retirement Special ist ,  Business Services

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO SLOCOE
Kim Burke,  Payroll  Manager,  Business Services,  retiring February 4 after 30.5 years of service.
Keppi Serpa ,  Mental  Health Therapist ,  Special  Education Local  Plan Area 
(SELPA);  Keppi wil l  continue to serve students as Mental  Health Therapist 
at Grizzly Youth Academy.

NEW BABY NEWS
Everly Marie Thorne, born November 21, 2021 to Lauren Thorne, Director, Early
Learning Educational Support, Educational Support Services
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Don't Forget To Sign Up for SLOCOE's Blood Drive!
Appointments to donate
can be made online here: January 25, 2022

11:30 am - 3:30 pm
Mobile Unit in Parking Lot #2
Sponsored by your Health
Management & Safety Committee

Vitalant's COVID protocols include masks for all donors, staff and guests regardless of
vaccination status.  As you prepare to donate, please see  Vitalant's eligibility requirements
and guide. You also may contact Karen Woodruff at kwoodruff@slocoe.org with any questions.

SLOCOE donors will receive a $10 Jamba gift card.

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dw
a/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?
token=jIzukCyvhNNuYqD1jWSNaqnEHAHt
IOc%2B0EmviCDM5l0%3D

Above Left:  A "hybrid" meeting of county schools payroll staff in December provided
flexibility in offering in-person and Zoom meeting participation options. All in-person
participants agreed to wear masks.  Above Right: Ask Jim Price about the pot of gold in his
maintenance van!

https://vitalant.org/Donate/Donor-Eligibility.aspx
https://vitalant.org/Donate/Donation-Process.aspx
mailto:kwoodruff@slocoe.org
https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?token=jIzukCyvhNNuYqD1jWSNaqnEHAHtIOc%2B0EmviCDM5l0%3D

