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Agenda

Things we will cover:
• What is Redistricting 
• Traditional Redistricting Principles
• Fair Maps Act
• Existing Lines 
• Draft Maps with overlays 



What is Redistricting
Definition

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every 
10 years after the release of the U.S. Census. The well-
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the U.S., redistricting has become an extremely 
politicized process and has been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of 
our elections system. 



Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used 
nationally and upheld by courts.

• Relatively equal size – people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city/county/local government lines

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander



Communities of Interest

A community of interest includes ethnic and language 
minorities and other groups.

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
• Latinos
• Asians
• African Americans

While race is a community of interest, it cannot be the 
predominant factor in drawing districts.

Bringing like-minded people together for representation



Fair Maps Act (2019)

Starting in 2020, cities and counties doing redistricting have 
additional criteria they must follow under the California Fair Maps 
Act. This becomes a “best practice” for all agencies.

• Process/transparency when conducting redistricting

• Not using incumbent or candidate residence as a Community 
of Interest

• Not drawing districts to advantage a political party

These rules do not currently apply directly to San Luis Obispo Board of 
Education but redistricting best practices will likely push most 
agencies to voluntarily adopting them.

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander



From COI to Maps
With more districts using commission-
based redistricting, we move 
redistricting out into the public, with 
maps driven by Community of Interest 
testimony.

• Input from community drives process 
with multiple ways for the public to 
engage.

• Rules for process emphasize the 
importance of traditional criteria and 
minimizing divisions of neighborhoods.

• Releasing maps for feedback – today 
we will see plans to spark more public 
engagement.







Total plan deviation: 11.5%



Draft Map Plans A, B & C
Board Members were provided a packet with 
three  consultant created plans based on 
traditional redistricting criteria. These maps were 
posted to the website for the public five days prior 
to tonight’s Draft Map hearing. 

• Each draft has been created with a less than 10% total 
deviation

• Each draft plan is provided with both a PDF and 
Online Web-based format



Draft Plan A

We have created draft plans based on the 
traditional redistricting criteria

• Existing lines adjusted for population

• Adjusts existing lines for current population 
with a deviation of 9% 

• Made minimal changes to Districts D1 & 
D2. Follow the Northern boundary of Paso 
Robles Joint Unified to place Oak Shores 
into D2.

Minimal Change





The total deviation of the plan is the sum of 
the absolute values of the highest and lowest 
districts.  Here the plan deviation is 9%









Draft Plan B

We have created draft plans based on the 
traditional redistricting criteria

• Follow USD lines for Draft Plan

• Adjusts existing lines for current population 
with a deviation of 8.4%  

• D1 Paso Robles, Shandon and portion of 
Templeton

• D2 Pacific Coast, portions of Templeton and 
small portion of San Luis 

• D3 San Luis Obispo

• D4 Lucia Mar, and small portion of San Luis

• D5 Atascadero 

Follow Unified School District lines





The total deviation of the plan is the sum of 
the absolute values of the highest and lowest 
districts.  Here the plan deviation is 8.4%









Draft Plan C

We have created draft plans based on the 
traditional redistricting criteria

• Follow USD and City lines for Draft Plan

• Adjusts existing lines for current population 
with a deviation of 7.8%  

• D1 Paso Robles, Oak Shores, Lake Nacimiento, 
San Miguel, Whitley Gardens, and Shandon

• D2 San Simeon, Cambria, Cayucos, Templeton, 
Atascadero, and portion of Morro Bay

• D3 Los Osos, Avila Beach, Los Ranchos, Pismo, 
Grover Beach, and portions of Morro Bay and 
San Luis Obispo 

• D4 Oceano, Arroyo Grande, Los Berro, Callender, 
Blacklake, Woodlands, and Nipomo

• D5 Creston, Garden Farms, Santa Margarita, Cal 
Poly University, and most of San Luis Obispo

Follow Unified School District and City lines





The total deviation of the plan is the sum of 
the absolute values of the highest and lowest 
districts.  Here the plan deviation is 7.8%









San Luis Obispo Board of Education
Redistricting Process

Next Steps

January – Review of revised draft maps & selection of final 
maps.  Board will review draft maps with changes from prior 
meeting, and select one set of maps to move to a final vote.  
Additional changes can be made to draft maps selected.

February – Board will vote on final maps.



What’s Next

The board can make use of these 
mapping options in a number of 
ways.

• Identify preferred plan(s) with an 
understanding that none of these 
are final plans.  It is an iterative 
process.

• Suggest possible changes –
Redistricting Partners can provide 
adjustments to the boundaries.

• Put out for public input – the public 
will be very willing to tell us where 
we got the lines wrong.  Input is our 
ally in developing final plans.
































































